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Purpose

The purpose of this handbook is to provide support for division and school administrators responsible for
French Second Language (FSL) programs.

Students in Saskatchewan have access to a variety of FSL programs: French Immersion, Core French
Intensive French and Post-Intensive French.

French Immersion Core French

A second language program for A second language program for
grades K -12 in which French is the grades K-12 in which French is
language of instruction for a taught as a subject or course.
significant part of the school day.

French Second

Languagd’rograms
Intensive French Post-Intensive French

An enrichment of the Core French An enrichment of the Core French
program for grades 5 & 6 through program for grades 7-12 through
a period of intensive exposure to the strategies used in the Intensive
French. French year.

This guide may also be useful to French Immersion, Core French, Intensive French and Post-Intensive French
teachers.

NOTE: All website addresses identified in this document were confirmed as accurate at the time of
publication but may be subject to change.
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In French

We learn French as a second language!
We come from a diversity of backgrounds.
We encounter the world in both official languages.
Sometimes we sneak words from one language into the other.
Sometimes we may understand something better in French,
And sometimes we understand something in English because we have already
learned it

In French.

We use all the energy we have
to play,
and hear, and sing,
and question, and listen
and write, and understand
and think,
and speak, and read,
and laugh

In French.
So sometimes we may be tired,
Sometimes it takes us a bit longer
To do what we want to do
In French.
But we want to succeed.
Our second language is part of who we are,
And part of who we will become,
We learn French as a second language,
And we look to you for support!

We will succeed,

In French.
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French Immersion in Saskatchewan

Goals of French Immersion

French Immersion

9 Frenchis the language of instruction for a significant part of the
school day, in several or all subjects, with the exception of
English language arts.

Students will become highly proficient in English and

functionally fluent in French, capable of pursuing post-

secondary education and training and undertaking
employment in either language.

9 Students will understand and appreciate Francophone cultures.

French Second
Languagé’rograms

French Immersion curricula have the principles of French Immersion embedded within the documents.
Based upon relevant research, they describe the foundations of second language acquisition and are to be
considered throughout a French Immersion program.

Principles of French Immersion

Language is a tool that satisfies the human need to communicate, to express oneself, to convey one’s
thoughts. It is also an instrument that allows access to new knowledge. Opportunities to learn French must
be integrated into a range of fields of study.

Students learn the target language best:

when it is considered as a communication tool;

when they have many opportunities to use it, especially in interactive situations;

when they have many opportunities to reflect on their learning;

when they have many opportunities for learning an problem-solving;

when situations allow them to use their prior knowledge;

when learning situations are meaningful and interactive;

when there are many an frequent contacts with the French-speaking world and its linguistic and
cultural diversity;

1 when they are exposed to excellent language models.
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Program Specifics

1

French Immersion designation is done on a grade-by-grade basis where a minimum of 50% of the
courses offered per grade are taught in French. All French Immersion curricula are available on the
Saskatchewan Curriculum website.

A bilingual mention may be acquired when a student obtains a minimum of 12 mandatory credits
in courses offered in French at the high school level. These credits may be acquired through either
designated or non-designated French Immersion programs.

Students usually enter French Immersion at Kindergarten or Grade 1 and continue through to
Grade 12. Where late French Immersion exists, students enter at Grade 6. These students then join
the French Immersion cohort in Grade 8 and continue through to Grade 12.

Note - Attendance at a designated French Immersion school does not guarantee that a student will receive
a bilingual mention.

Designation Process

Every year, school divisions must submit the Recommendation for Designation Form (see page 14) that lists
each school seeking designation, the grades involved and the percentage of time French is used as the
language of instruction for each grade. This process applies to new grade-level designation applications as
well as renewals of those previously approved.

The Recommendation for Designation Form must be submitted to the Ministry of Education by February 15
each and every year thereafter.

Initial Designation

f

The decision to implement French Immersion in a school may be initiated by a school division or by
a School Community Council (SCQ). If the request comes from a SCC, it must be presented to the
school division by December 15 to allow for required consultation. The school division will then pass
a resolution to proceed. The date of this resolution must be included on the Recommendation for
Designation Form (see page 14).

Once the initial request is made by the SCC, any subsequent discussions around implementation
that involve the Ministry of Education are led by the school division in consultation with the SCC.

In accordance with the conditions outlined in the Education Act (1995), the school division will
submit its Recommendation for Designation Form, accompanied by a detailed implementation plan,
to the Ministry of Education before February 15 of the school year that precedes the school year of
implementation.

A minimum of 15 students per grade grouping are required.

The school division must commit to maintaining French Immersion Designation for a minimum of
three years.

The school division will offer educational programming for students who do not enroll in French
Immersion. This may be realized through other schools in the division.

Handbook for Leaders: Second Language Programs
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https://www.curriculum.gov.sk.ca/webapps/moe-curriculum-BBLEARN/index.jsp

Designation Maintenance
9 Every year, school divisions must submit the Recommendation for Designation Form detailing
0 the name of the school or schools;
0 the grades involved in French Immersion; and
0 the percentage of time that French is used as the language of instruction for each grade.
Designation Extension
1 Schools that wish to extend French Immersion into other grade levels may add them to their
Recommendation for Designation Form (see page 14).

Where pupils from Kindergarten to Grade 8 (urban) and Kindergarten to Grade 12 (rural) attend a French
Immersion program in a school that is within their division but outside their school attendance area, the
school division has access to transportation grants. Where school divisions wish to have students attend a
French Immersion program in another school division, the costs of transportation are the responsibility of
the sending school division.

Handbook for Leaders: Second Language Programs
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Instructional Requirements

Grade % French

Details

Kindergarten 100%

All instruction is done in French. English language arts are not offered.

Grades 1-2 90% - 100%

English language arts may be offered but does not need to appear until Grade
3.

Grades3-5 70% - 90%

English language arts are to be offered for between 150 and 450 minutes per
week. It is possible that other English language instruction classes are offered as
well. *ALL ELA outcomes are to be addressed, and the teacher will
determine which contexts best respond to students’ needs.

Grades 6 -9 50% - 70%

English language arts continue to be offered. It is possible that other English
language instruction classes are offered as well. *ALL ELA outcomes are to be
addressed, and the teacher will determine which contexts best respond to
students’ needs.

Grades 10-12 50% - 60%

Students take required courses of study and electives in French and English.

Grade 10/ 10e année

Grade 11/ 11e année Grade 12/ 12e année

minimum 8 credits (4 credits must
be in French) / minimum de 8
crédits dont 4 en frangais

Compulsory Courses /

Cours obligatoires:
English Language Arts A10 or/ ou
English Language Arts B 10;

Francais immersion 10;

Social Studies 10; or History 10 or /
ou Histoire 10; or Native Studies
10;

Science 10/ Sciences 10;

a math at the 10 level/un cours de
niveau 10 de mathématiques;

3 electives at level 10, 20 or 30/
3 cours au choix de niveau 10, 20
ou 30

minimum 24 credits (5 of which must
be at the 30 level and 12 must be in
French) / minimum de 24 crédits dont
5 crédits de niveau 30 et 12 en frangais
Compulsory Courses/
Cours obligatoires:
English Language Arts A30 or/ou
English Language Arts B

minimum 16 credits (8 credits must
be in French) / minimum de 16
crédits dont 8 en frangais

Compulsory/Courses /
Cours obligatoires:
English Language Arts 20; Francais

immersion 20; 30; Francais immersion

30;

Social Studies 30: Canadian Studies
or History 30: Canadian Studies or
Native Studies 30: Canadian
Studies or Sciences sociales
immersion 30

a math at the 20 level/un cours de
niveau 20 de mathématiques;

a science 20 or 30* / un cours de niveau 20 ou 30* de sciences

a social science 20 or 30 / un cours de niveau 20 ou 30 en sciences sociales

5 additional elective credits at level 20 or 30 / 5 autres cours au choix de
niveau 20 ou 30

2 credits in arts education or practical and applied arts at level 10, 20, or 30 / deux crédits de niveau 10, 20 ou 30
dans les domaines de I'éducation artistigue ou des arts pratiques et appliqués.

Wellness 10, Physical Education 20, or Physical Education 30 / Mieux-étre 10, Education physique 20, ou

Education physigue 30.

See Registrar’'s Handbook for list of available elective courses in French and English.

* Science 20 or 30 prerequisites must be met unless the student is an adult by definitionof The Education

Regulations, 2015.
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Graduation Requirements

1 A minimum of 24 credits, at least five of which shall be 30 level credits.

1 A bilingual mention is given to students who obtain a minimum of 12 mandatory credits in courses
where French is the language of instruction. These credits may be acquired through either
designated or non-designated French Immersion programs.
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Core French in Saskatchewan

Goals of Core French

Core French

I Asecond language program in which French is taught as a
subject or course.
Students will understand, use and appreciate the French
language.

Students will use the language confidently and correctly in
familiar contexts and authentic situations, develop strategies

to help them acquire the language and develop an appreciation
of Francophone cultures.

FrenchSecond
Languagd’rograms

9 The aim of the Core French program is not to produce bilingual students. It does, however, provide a
solid introduction and base upon which students can build second language skills. The program also
provides many of the cognitive and other benefits that result from second language learning.

9 The Core French program can:

o provide a learning environment that will contribute to the global education of students and
allow them to enrich their personal experience through significant and authentic
communicative situations;

o develop in students communication and social strategies and skills that will enable them to
function effectively and with confidence in authentic language situations;

0 promote a positive attitude towards the learning of French and, through an appreciation of
francophone cultures, develop openness towards cultural diversity and a comprehension of the
bilingual and multicultural reality of Canada today; and

o foster in students a comprehension of the language learning process and of the general nature
of language, while helping them to become autonomous learners.

Handbook for Leaders: Second Language Programs
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Program Specifics

1
1

1

Core French is not a required area of study. It is a locally-determined option at the elementary and
middle levels and an elective at the secondary level.

Schools/divisions determine the grade level at which the Core French program will begin and the
time allotment, keeping in mind that second language learning is most effective when instruction is
ongoing over the entire year.

To accommodate variety in starting ages, the Core French curriculum is defined by language levels
and not by grades. Level 1 is the beginning level of Core French study.

There are nine levels of study that precede secondary credit courses Core French 10, 20 and 30. The
levels represent a continuum of language learning. It is possible for students in one classroom to be
working at different levels of the Core French continuum. The Core French teacher is the ideal
person to make decisions about the level of instruction in any particular program.

All Core French curricula are available on the Saskatchewan curricula website.

Instructional Requirements

Decisions about the priorities of locally-determined program offerings, such as second language instruction,
are best made by boards of education in consideration of local community needs.

1
1

At the elementary and middle levels, school divisions may gain time for locally-determined options
by reducing the time spent in required areas of study by no more than 20% in any area.

The recommended minimum time allocations for Core French are 120 minutes per week at the
elementary level and 150 minutes per week at the middle level.

Handbook for Leaders: Second Language Programs
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Intensive French in Saskatchewan

Goals of Intensive French

French Second
Languagé’rograms

Intensive French

1 An enrichment of the Core French program offered to
students in Grade 6.
Students undertake a five-month period of intensive
exposure (60% to 70%) to French.
During the last five months of the year, the remainder of
outcomes not covered during the intensive period are
covered while 12% of the weekly schedule is still delivered in
French.

The Intensive French program is intended to support efforts and provide a viable strategy to improve oral,
reading and writing skills of students in Core French programs in Saskatchewan. Intensive French is a
literacy-based approach to second language acquisition, which will also have positive effects on first
language literacy development. Results show that this approach improves student motivation and their
appreciation of the French language in real and relevant contexts, which may in turn increase the retention
rate of students in French programs at the secondary level.

Program Specifics

1 The Intensive French program is not part of Saskatchewan curricula. It is an optional program that
exists successfully in every Canadian province and territory and is also being used successfully for the
teaching of First Nations and other languages.

1 Interested schools/divisions are to contact the Ministry of Education. While the program is designed
for use in Grade 6, flexibility exists (split-grade, earlier or later start) and can be discussed on an
individual basis.

1 Intensive French teachers and administrators must receive the prerequisite training in order to offer
this program.

1 Interprovincial teacher guides and an administrator support packages are provided during the
training.

Handbook for Leaders: Second Language Programs
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Instructional Requirements

Intensive Semester
In the first five months of the Intensive French instructional year (Grade 6):

1
1

1

students are taught French language for approximately 70% of the day.

teachers follow a structured program. The program does meet some of the regular curriculum
requirements for Grade 6 but the main focus is on developing French language skills.

subject area instruction in English makes up the remaining time. Mathematics is taught in English, as
well as specialized subjects often taught by itinerant teachers such as physical education, arts
education or religion (where applicable). The decision about which specialized subject areas to teach
in English is made by the school or school division.

it is recommended that there be one Intensive French teacher who would also teach the students’
English subjects. This provides an opportunity for student support, especially at the beginning when
French language skills are just starting to develop.

Non-Intensive Semester
In the remaining five months of the Intensive French instructional year (Grade 6):

1

students are taught, in English, a compacted curriculum in all required areas of study (English
language arts, science, social studies, health education, arts education, physical education and career
education) that were not included in the first five month’s programming.

a list of all Saskatchewan Grade 6 curricular outcomes in all required areas of study (except for
mathematics) provided in the administrator’s support package indicates whether they were fully or
partially realized in the program of the first five months or if they need to be addressed in the
remaining five months.

instruction continues in mathematics and other subjects that were taught in English in the first five
months.

students continue with French language instruction for approximately 10 - 12% of the day

(150 - 180 minutes per week).

Note: An interprovincial guide is used for all Intensive French instruction and will be provided.

At the end of the intensive period school divisions may offer an oral assessment, the Oral Proficiency
Interview (OPI). Trained evaluators work with students to assess their speaking ability. The goal is that 70% of
Intensive French students will attain a level 14 or higher in oral competency, a goal which Saskatchewan
students have demonstrated is possible to attain. For more information about the OPI, please contact the
Ministry of Education.

Written proficiency is continually assessed by the classroom teacher using the performance norms created
specifically for Intensive French students. Students generally attain a level of fluency similar to Grade 3
Francophone students in their writing.

During the Grade 6 year, students:

1
1
1
1

develop French language skills using a literacy based approach through active involvement in
thematic units that are of interest to them;

are involved in individual and small group experiences using authentic communication to develop
oral, reading and writing skills;

develop positive attitudes toward learning an additional language and understanding other people;
and

use the French language to communicate in the classroom.

Handbook for Leaders: Second Language Programs
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Post-Intensive French in Saskatchewan

Goals of Post-Intensive French

French Second
Languagé’rograms

Post-Intensive French

1 An enrichment of the Core French program for grades 7-12
where students continue to learn the French language
through the strategies used during Intensive French.

In grades 7-8, students receive 180-220 minutes of French
per week and in grades 9-12 they receive 100 hours per
semester of language instruction.

Program Specifics

1 The Post-Intensive French program is not part of Saskatchewan curricula. It is an optional program
that exists successfully in every Canadian province and territory and is also being used successfully
for the teaching of First Nations and other languages.

9 The Post-Intensive French program is an extension of the Intensive French program.

9 Post-Intensive French teachers and administrators must receive the prerequisite training in order to
offer this program.

1 Interprovincial teacher guides and an administrator support package are provided during the
training.

Instructional Requirements

Post-Intensive French 1-2 (grades 7-8)
9 Following their Intensive French year, students will continue with French language instruction for
approximately 12% of the day (180 minutes per week).
1 Schools/divisions may gain time for this locally-determined option by reducing the time spent in one
or more of the required areas (see the Registrar’s Handbook).
9 Keeping the same class cohort is recommended for grades 7 and 8 if possible.

Post-Intensive French 3-6 (grades 9-12)
1 Post-Intensive French in the high school receives one hour of French instruction per day in grades

9-12 for a total of 100 hours per semester.

Note: An interprovincial guide is used for all Post-Intensive French instruction.

Handbook for Leaders: Second Language Programs
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At the end of a school year school divisions may offer an oral assessment. Trained evaluators work with
students to assess their speaking ability. This may help promote the Post-Intensive program in high school
as students can see their progression from previous years. For more information about the OP|, please
contact the Ministry of Education.

Written proficiency is continually assessed by the classroom teacher using the performance norms created
specifically for Intensive French students.

In grades 7 and 8 students:

1
1
1

f

continue to expand the literacy skills of speaking, reading and writing through participation in
activities that are relevant to their interests and needs;

use French in all communication in the classroom;

participate in authentic learning experiences that are project-based and in the context of a theme;
and

are involved in group experiences that will stimulate communication skill development.

During the high school years, students:

il

= = =

use French to communicate while participating in experiences that are relevant to their interests an
needs;

participate in authentic learning experiences which are project-based, based on a literacy approach
and in the context of a theme;

are involved in small group experiences where authentic communication is emphasized;

expand their competencies related to the French language in speaking, reading and writing; and
demonstrate linguistic and communicative fluency and accuracy.

d
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Additional Supports

French Immersion Core French

A second language program for A second language program for
grades K-12 in which French is the grades K-12 in which French is
language of instruction for a taught as a subject or course.
significant part of the school day.

French Second

Languagd’rograms
Intensive French Post-Intensive French

An enrichment of the Core French An enrichment of the Core French
program for grades 5 & 6 through program for grades 7-12 through
a period of intensive exposure to the strategies used in the Intensive
French. French year.

Handbook for Leaders: Second Language Programs
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Recommendation for Designation Form
20 __ -20__ Designation under Section 180 of The Education Act, 1995

School Division:

Date Board of Education resolution passed:

Percentage of time
School(s) Designated  Grade(s) Type French is used as
Language of instruction

Example: K-100%; 1 & 2 - 80%
Benson School K-7 B 3t05-75%;6&7-70%

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Handbook for Leaders: Second Language Programs
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Is French Immersion for all students?

The design of Saskatchewan curricula and the expectation that the adaptive dimension be integrated into
instructional planning for all students who require adaptations, make the program suitable for almost any
child.

All students should be encouraged and supported when they access a French Immersion program. Parental
support and encouragement are essential for success as they are for any educational program.

Newcomer students from non-English speaking homes also succeed in immersion programs, learning
English and French as their second and third, or even fourth languages.

Lower socio-economic factors should not be a deterrent for parents choosing a French Immersion program.
Gifted students can thrive in an immersion program if they also receive the benefit of special programming.

Researchers have found that early immersion students with difficulties, such as learning disabilities and
behavioural problems, will do as well academically in the French program as they would in a regular English
program provided that they receive the same assistance as they would in the English program.

At the 2012 Canadian Parents for French Roundtable on Academically Challenged Students in French-
Second-Language Programs, Dr. Fred Genesee summarized the following:

“There is no evidence to support the belief that students who are at risk for poor academic
performance are at greater risk in immersion than in English-only programs. At-risk students
can become bilingual and attain levels of first-language and academic ability commensurate
with their learning challenges. The challenge is not usually for the children, but rather is for
the adults around them. Evidence shows that language acquisition systems are extremely
powerful, even when they do not function normally. The challenge is how to create a
learning environment in which these children’s potential can be fully realized. Researchers
can identify at-risk learners early and provide additional support early” (from the Proceedings
of the Canadian Parents for French Roundtable on Academically Challenged Students in French-
Second-Language Programs, 2012, p. 16).

Handbook for Leaders: Second Language Programs
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What is the learning process in French Immersion?

The immersion approach is based on understandings of how children learn their first, second or third
languages, that is, through interaction with meaningful contexts and the desire to use language to
communicate ideas. Throughout a French Immersion program, students acquire French while they develop
the knowledge, skills and attitudes included in the provincial curricula.

Because students enter immersion with little or no knowledge of French, the program begins with a
concentration on oral language development to give students a sufficient understanding of the language to
learn to read and write in French and learn subject area content in French.

French Language Listening and Speaking Skills

Children acquire listening and speaking skills in a second language in much the same way as their first,
initially by observing and listening, then by association of sounds with gestures and objects and finally by
imitation and repetition. This approach is often called a “gentle” introduction to second language learning.

In the classroom, the teacher:

1 uses French all the time, except if the students’ security is at risk (e.g., health or safety concerns);

1 employs gestures, mime, objects and pictures to help students understand;

1 includes songs, rhymes, stories and routines to help familiarize students with words and concepts
and to create a safe and predictable environment for using the language;

1 constantly listens and observes to verify what information the students understand, adapting speech
and activities as necessary to convey meaning;

1 encourages the students to speak French and corrects errors through repetition and role modelling;

1 constantly seeks opportunities for language development and takes advantage of situations in
which language development can occur naturally and effectively; and

1 seeks opportunities for students to use their French language skills outside the classroom and in
real-life situations.

The students:
1 learn to be very good listeners because they have to pay close attention in order to understand what
is happening in the classroom;
1 are encouraged to speak French all the time, but for the first couple of years may use English to
express a complex thought for which they have not yet learned the necessary French words;
1 may not speak French outside of the classroom; and
1 may use French sounds and words at play and sing French songs learned during class.

Developing and enriching oral expression is very important in immersion and generally precedes the
development of written communication skills.

Students require opportunities to:
1 listen to French being spoken by the teacher, before they are expected to fully comprehend it;
1 listen and understand before speaking; and
1 speak French before reading and writing in French.

Handbook for Leaders: Second Language Programs
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The formal study of grammar may begin once students have sufficient experience in listening to,
comprehending and speaking French. Active listening, spontaneous speaking and oral feedback underlie
language development throughout an immersion program from Kindergarten to Grade 12.

French Language Reading and Writing Skills

By the time formal instruction in reading and writing is introduced, students have a good basic knowledge
of French. The teacher continues to use oral expression as the basis for reading activities by first introducing
texts orally (with the help of cues, props and gestures) and by encouraging lots of discussion to ensure a
high level of comprehension. Texts are chosen to suit the students’ interests and level of comprehension.

Because students need to develop prerequisite skills in French, the Grade 1 French Immersion teacher may
introduce formal French reading instruction more gradually than the teacher in the English program. This
delay means that immersion students may appear to be slightly behind their English program counterparts
in learning to read.

Parents often raise concerns at this stage. Consequently, it is very important that parents receive clear
explanations regarding language and literacy development in immersion and their role in the process. For
further information, please refer to the section in this document entitled French Immersion: Frequently
Asked Questions. The teacher integrates the teaching of writing into the context of academic learning
(social studies, science, mathematics, etc.) to help students transfer these concepts and skills in meaningful
situations.

The Content Areas: Subjects Taught in French

Language development, both oral and written, continues and broadens with the introduction of subject
content:
9 Early math and science concepts are very concrete and can be easily taught with the use of visual
aids and hands-on activities.
1 Arts education, especially music and drama, as well as physical education, provide an abundance of
meaningful language learning opportunities.
i Teaching strategies and materials are used to encourage teacher-student and student-student
interaction.
i Task-oriented learning continues throughout all grades to allow for daily use of the language by
students and thus continued oral development.

For effective use of instructional and learning time, interdisciplinary teaching and inquiry learning in subject
areas are to be encouraged at all levels. Not only is time saved and repetition avoided, but research also
affirms that these instructional practices are among the most effective for student achievement.

At the secondary level, French language arts teachers and those teaching other subjects in French are
encouraged to work collaboratively on their instructional units, since all teachers in a French Immersion
program are responsible for language development. Integration of subject areas is to be encouraged and
facilitated where possible, as this practice is a well-established means of increasing academic achievement.

Handbook for Leaders: Second Language Programs
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English Language Arts for French Immersion Students

Once students have developed a solid foundation in French, formal instruction of English is introduced. In
Saskatchewan, the introduction of English language arts in the French Immersion program is recommended
at the Grade 3 level. Reading skills acquired in French are easily transferred by most children to the English
reading process. By the end of Grade 4, most children will have achieved the English language levels of their
non-immersion peers, with the exception of spelling.

Most immersion students come from English home environments and all are exposed to English in the
community. Thus, in English language arts, the teacher helps students to build on what they already know
through their experiences with English and the skills they have gained while learning to read and write in
French. For example, because of the number of French words that are similar to English words (up to 40%), it
is easy for students to make transfers from English to French and vice versa. The teacher helps students to
sort out the differences between French and English that can cause confusion during the transition from
French to English reading and writing.

Within the French Immersion program, all English language arts (ELA) outcomes are to be addressed, within
the ELA contexts that best respond to students’ needs, as determined by the teacher.

At the middle and secondary levels, French language arts and English language arts teachers (where these
subjects are taught by two different people) require time for collaborative planning and frequent
communication to avoid overlap of content in the two language classes. Collaborative planning will
maximize the opportunities to learn for immersion students.

Instructional and learning time are at a premium in French Immersion, as students are learning the
same content as those in the English program but are also continuing their French language
instruction.

Expectations of an Early French Immersion Program K to 12

Students who complete an early immersion program from Kindergarten or grades 1 to 12 will be
“functionally bilingual”. These students can communicate effectively and completely in French, are capable
of pursuing post-secondary studies in French and of being employed in a French-speaking environment. The
achievement of perfectly balanced bilingualism is not the goal of a French Immersion program. In fact, very
few individuals achieve a truly balanced bilingualism - a perfect degree of proficiency in two languages in all
contexts - in a lifetime (Fishman, 1972; Baetens Beardsmore, 1982). However, research shows that French
Immersion students attain very high levels of functional fluency; and the program is a highly effective
approach to second language learning.

English Achievement of French Immersion Students
In addition to gaining functional fluency in French, French Immersion students must acquire English
language skills equivalent to those of their English program peers. This is one of the major concerns of many
immersion parents and those considering immersion for their young children. However, it is interesting to
note that:
1 quantitative and qualitative research findings on the English skills of immersion students are clear
and consistent. Early immersion students may experience an initial lag in the development of their
English skills, lasting until a year or two after beginning English language arts, but they are on par
with their English program peers by Grade 5 or 6 (Burnot-Trites and Tallowitz, 2002).
1 many studies have found that, in later grades, immersion students out-perform their English
program counterparts in some English skill areas (e.g., the figurative and metaphoric use of
language) (Burnot-Trites and Tallowitz, 2002).
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1 according to Statistics Canada (see www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/040322/dq040322a-
eng.htm), data from the 2000 Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) showed that
in every province, except Manitoba, 15-year old French Immersion students out-performed their
non-immersion peers in reading performance.

Some key research articles are listed in the link entitled Where can I find some readings on the benefits of
second language acquisition? What references were used in this guide? to assist administrators in
answering questions about English language achievement.
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What are some of the unique needs of French Immersion programs?

French Immersion programs may have some unique challenges:

1 Incertain subject areas, French resources are more difficult to find, more expensive and fewer in
number.

9 Teachers find themselves more isolated, with only a few other colleagues in their school undertaking
the same role of French as a Second Language (FSL) teacher.

9 There are fewer French-speaking administrators or those with a background in second language
learning.

9 The French Immersion teacher often works in a dual track school where the daily school
announcements and routines may be occurring exclusively in English.

1 French Immersion teachers are frequently challenged in retaining their French language proficiency
when they have limited opportunities to use the language except in a classroom.

1 Opportunities for the French Immersion student to communicate in French in some settings are
more limited than in a single track school and require collaborative planning on the part of all staff.

Administrators at both the division and school levels are encouraged to ensure that teachers are supported
in the instructional design for their classroom. School-level and division support for teacher professional
development in current second language instructional and assessment practices is also important.

The procurement of a diverse selection of quality French pedagogical resources is also important. When
teachers access curriculum documents online at progetudes.gov.sk.ca they are also able to browse resources
connected to their curricula. The following links may be useful for accessing these and other quality French
resources.

Stewart Resources Centre

French second language teachers may access a variety of French resources from the Stewart Resources
Centre:

Website: stf.sk.ca/portal

Many of the resources in the Stewart Resources Centre were evaluated through the Exploring

the Many Pathways to Learning resources evaluation project, contracted by the Ministry of Education. The
goal of the project is to engage teachers in the evaluation of learning resources for use in Saskatchewan
classrooms. Teacher participation in this project supports other teachers across the province by providing
recommendations of resources in a variety of formats, vetted by teachers, to support Saskatchewan'’s diverse
learners.

REVEL (Ressources éducatives vidéos en ligne)
REVEL is a video streaming service for Saskatchewan teachers and students in the PreK-12 education system.
It is managed and maintained by the Saskatchewan Ministry of Education. French language videos may be

accessed for a variety of grade levels through the REVEL website:

Website:rover.edonline.sk.ca/index.htm?locale=fr
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Le Lien

Le Lien is a center for French cultural and pedagogical resources. Its mandate is to collect and make these
resources accessible to the French speaking population and to educational institutions in Saskatchewan.

Telephone: 1-800-663-5436
Website: www.lelien.ca
Online Magazines, Journals and Newspapers

The Ministry of Education provides access to K-12 educators and students to online magazines, journals and
newspapers. Many of these resources are available in French at the following link:

Website: http://external.edonline.sk.ca/public/listing.html

L’Eau vive

L’Eau vive is a provincial weekly French newspaper that can be used to provide students with the experience
of reading the news in French. It plays a significant role in publicizing events occurring in the French
community in Saskatchewan. These events offer opportunities for language experiences outside the regular
classroom for students and their families.

Website: leau-vive.ca

Les Editions de la nouvelle plume

Les Editions de la nouvelle plume is a publisher of French books by Saskatchewan authors and information
pertaining to Saskatchewan.

#130 - 3850 Hillsdale Street

REGINA SK S4S 7J5

Telephone: 306-352-7435

Email: nouvelleplume@sasktel.net

Website: plume.avoslivres.ca

ARTSask

ARTSask is a visual art showcase featuring work from two major public art galleries in Saskatchewan: The
Mackenzie Art Gallery (Regina) and the Mendel Art Gallery (Saskatoon). The ARTSask website is available in

French at the link below:

Website: www.artsask.ca/fr
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Société historique de la Saskatchewan (SHS)

This non-profit provincial non-governmental organization studies, in all its forms, the presence of the French
in Saskatchewan from their arrival on the Prairies to present day.

Telephone: 306-565-8514

Email: info@societehisto.com

Website: www.societehisto.com

Canadian Parents for French (CPF) French Resource Portal

This portal is managed by Canadian Parents for French and contains links to websites with resources that
may be of interest to those who teach in French second language programs.

Website: sk.cpf.ca/
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How can | support French Immersion teachers?

While leadership for French as a Second Language (FSL) programs also comes from the federal and
provincial levels, the first level of commitment is at the school division level. Decision-makers who value
French language learning as part of a world-class education have a strong impact on the success of French
Immersion programs. In order to effectively support French Immersion teachers, administrators are
encouraged to:

il

il

become informed about the benefits of second language learning (and specifically FSL learning) to
their students’ overall education and future;

become informed about the goals of French Immersion programs and the best means of delivering
these programs to meet their respective goals;

identify potential issues and challenges related to the delivery of a French program in their locale
and identify strategies to address them;

ensure that school division and school-level policies are developed to provide the necessary
framework for the programs to succeed;

ensure that key stakeholders (which include principals, school staff, students and parent councils)
are well informed and supportive of FSL programs;

implement program evaluation and assessment processes to provide information for school and
program improvement;

ensure that, when assigning administrators to schools with French Immersion programs, their values
and beliefs are supportive of the program;

ensure that the community is informed of the French program options and their respective benefits;
ensure that the strategic plans of the school division support the interests of students in FSL
programs and their families;

ensure support for French Immersion programs from other division staff, such as those responsible
for resource and space allocation, transportation, curriculum support and staff and student
recruitment;

recognize the unique professional development needs of FSL teaching staff and provide them with
adequate support to pursue their professional growth plans; and

ensure that there is appropriate access to FSL programs, including French Immersion and that the
access is equitable for the diverse populations their community serves.

The success of a French Immersion program depends on providing adequate support services from the
program entry grade through to Grade 12, such as:

il

= =4 -8 -8

a pool of French-speaking substitute teachers qualified to teach in French Immersion;
French-speaking teacher assistants;

French-speaking librarians;

French-speaking administrative assistants;

access to appropriate testing and diagnostic services for French Immersion students experiencing
learning difficulties;

access to appropriate resource programs, learning assistance and gifted programs for French
Immersion students;

guidance counsellors able to meet the needs of French Immersion students; and

technology resources for FSL programs (hardware and software), both for resource-based learning
and for production and instructional purposes.
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Program Evaluation for Learning and Quality in French Immersion

Regular program reviews should be undertaken using a variety of assessment tools to ensure that three
elements are in place and working well:
1 Curricula and supporting documents are available and being used effectively;
1 Adequate resources are available to administrators, teachers and students and are being used; and
1 Teachers are well supported.

Students in Saskatchewan schools deserve quality educational programs. To maintain the quality, plans for
future improvement are an important tool for division and school-based administrators. Well-developed
program review processes at the division level will provide the foundation for program excellence and high
student achievement.

Some of the following strategies may help the school division and the school to identify indicators of
program excellence:

1 Track enrolments from grade to grade and over time to monitor retention of students and
student/parent interest.

1 Conduct jurisdiction-wide surveys of teachers, parents and students.

1 Develop performance assessment tools in collaboration with several other divisions. Tools such as
oral assessments, reading benchmarks and writing assessments administered over an extended
period will provide the data for continuous improvement and assessment for learning.

1 Track student achievement indicators such as the number of credits per graduating student,
scholarship data and an after-graduation survey of students who completed French Immersion to
Grade 12.

1 Track French language experiences provided to students from grades 4 to 12 both in and out of
school in order to determine the impact that these experiences have on students’ development.

1 Track teacher qualifications, professional development and teacher retention.

1 Conduct exit interviews with students and/or families who switch to the English program, as well as
those who graduate, to gather information about possible improvements to the program.
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How do | support professional learning in my French Immersion school?

Teachers of French as a second language have unique challenges as they seek to improve their professional
competencies. The availability of professional development is a critical factor in job satisfaction and in staff
retention in FSL programs. School-based administrators and central office professional staff may also benefit
from professional learning opportunities.

Some suggestions for long-range planning for professional development needs related to French Immersion

are:
1

Recognize that, in addition to their subject areas, French Immersion teachers have specific
professional development needs, such as instructional and assessment strategies and language and
cultural development.

Encourage teachers to join the Saskatchewan Association of Teachers of French (SATF) Professional
Growth Network (PGN). The purpose of the PGN is to support professional growth and lifelong
learning of its members through:

0 Networking, communications and other innovative professional growth opportunities.

0 Contributing to the improvement of teaching and learning through the sharing of promising

practices and resources.

0 Engaging in research that contributes to the improvement of teaching and learning.

0 Celebrating the accomplishments of students, teachers and schools.
Plan the school year calendar so that professional development days are scheduled to coincide with
major conferences when held nearby, for example, the Canadian Association of Immersion Teachers
(CAIT), the Canadian Association of Second Language Teachers (CASLT) and the Saskatchewan
Association of Teachers of French (SATF).
Subscribe to professional journals related to FSL education and ensure teacher access on a division
basis.
Inform educators about the availability of federal bursaries for professional development of FSL
teachers.
Recognize that central office and school administrators also have professional development needs
relative to FSL programs. They could attend conferences such as those offered by the Canadian
Association of Immersion Teachers (CAIT) or Canadian Parents for French (CPF).
Support divisional or regional structures, such as a FSL leadership groups, provide opportunities for
networking among central office and school-based administrators.
Online links, such as the following, provide suggestions for how to implement professional learning
communities (PLCs) in a school: www.professionallyspeaking.com. The use of technology including
social media and video-conference tools may facilitate the development and maintenance of PLCs.
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What counselling and post-secondary options are available for French Immersion students?

It is important for guidance counsellors to be able to provide students with accurate information about
career opportunities for bilingual students, exchange programs, special enrichment programs and bursaries,
as well as post-secondary study opportunities. Guidance counsellors in high schools also need to know the
options available to French Immersion students to complete their bilingual mention when there are
scheduling conflicts or insufficient options in the local school.

Some schools may face a challenge in providing sufficient options or credits for the students to attain a
bilingual mention. Distance education may be available to assist schools and school divisions in meeting this
challenge. Please contact your school administration for options available in your division. Practical and
applied arts work placements in French speaking environments is another option for students. It is
becoming increasingly possible for students to have many more than the required 12 credits for a bilingual
mention on their transcript of secondary level achievement.

It is important that guidance counsellors understand the credit requirements for French Immersion as
outlined in the Registrar's Handbook for School Administrators. Guidance counsellors should also encourage
French Immersion students who wish to pursue a university major in the French language. For example,
students wishing to enrol in a faculty of education should be encouraged to choose French language
instruction as their area of study. Counsellors should be aware that completion of the secondary French
Immersion program is insufficient for those wishing to become language teachers, as methodology courses
offered in French would be a definite asset for an aspiring language educator.

Information about post-secondary opportunities in French available in Saskatchewan is found at the
following link: www.saskatchewan.ca/bonjour.
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What legislation supports French Immersion programs?

Administrators are encouraged to become familiar with the following legislation and the ways in which it
supports French Immersion programs:

Saskatchewan Legislation
Education Act (1995)
180 (1) Subject to subsections (2) to (4), English is to be the language of instruction in schools.

(2) Subject to the regulations, a language other than English is to be used as a language of instruction
in specified schools in its jurisdiction where a board of education passes a resolution to that effect.

(3) Subject to any conditions that may be prescribed in the regulations, the minister shall designate
schools in which French is the principal language of instruction in a designated program.

(4) French is the language of instruction in fransaskois schools and in minority language instruction
programs.

(5) Notwithstanding clause 85(1)(g), a pupil is entitled, at the request of the pupil's parent or guardian,
to attend a designated school mentioned in subsection (3) and to receive instruction in a
designated program appropriate to the pupil’s grade.

(6) Where a language other than English is used as a language of instruction pursuant to subsection
(2) or (3), a pupil whose parent or guardian has requested in writing that the pupil not be required
to receive instruction in that language is not required to receive that instruction.

(7

-~

A pupil to whom subsection (6) applies shall be provided with suitable alternative studies
appropriate to the instructional program of that pupil’s grade.

1995, ¢.E-0.2,5.180.
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What are some frequently asked questions in French Immersion?

1.

Is the Kindergarten program compulsory?

No, Kindergarten is not compulsory, but school divisions are required to provide a Kindergarten
program. Children who are within one year of being eligible for enrolment in Grade 1 are eligible for
Kindergarten.

How much French is learned in Kindergarten?

French is the language of instruction for the immersion Kindergarten program. The children will rarely
hear French outside the classroom. It is therefore important that they hear French as much as possible in
school. English can be used in situations of personal safety (fire drills, certain street or bus rules) or
emotional upsets (frustration, fear, minor injury or illness), but in general French should be spoken
whenever possible.

How do young children learn French?

French Immersion children learn to use French in the same way that toddlers learn to speak at home.
They learn by speaking.

Kindergarten teachers usually begin the year by welcoming children in English and establishing
classroom routines in that language. Terms such as “Bonjour” and “Au revoir” will be used simultaneously
with English. As the first term progresses, Kindergarten teachers will increase the amount of French used
so that it becomes the main language of instruction early in the school year. By then, students
understand most of the French used for classroom routines. Children quickly associate the sound of
French phrases with regular parts of the Kindergarten routine. They also initially learn a lot through
songs, rhymes and stories.

Children learn French in the same stages that they learned English. At first they mostly listen, speaking
little. Their initial attempts at speaking usually take the form of single words or broken phrases. The first
threshold of learning French is usually achieved by about December. This is the comprehensive stage. It
means that the child understands most of what the teacher says in French as part of classroom activities.
Children are usually speaking most of their French in group learning situations at this stage. They may
often reply to the teachers and speak among themselves in English, with the infusion of some French.

Early in the school year, French is used almost exclusively by the teacher; however, most children are still
at the comprehension level. As the end of June draws closer, they are able to speak more French
themselves, but most are not able to converse exclusively in the second language.

How does the French Immersion Kindergarten program prepare students for Grade 1?

Kindergarten is optional in our province; therefore, a child can enter Grade 1 without having gone to
Kindergarten. However, the Kindergarten to Grade 2 program is aimed at developing the whole child to
her or his full potential so that she or he can become a proactive participant in a journey of life-long
learning.
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5.

How can parents/caregivers prepare their children for Kindergarten?

Parents/caregivers should model a positive attitude towards school. Research has offered evidence that
the success of a student is largely dependent on the attitude of the parents/caregivers towards
education.

It is extremely important that parents/caregivers read to children and recite rhymes and stories. Children
need to hear the rhythm of language and they benefit from repeating the same stories and verses over
and over again. If their parents/caregivers value literature, then children usually will too.

Parents/caregivers can provide writing tools and paper for their children and encourage them to “write”
lists, thank you notes, etc.

Also, parents/caregivers can help children explore their environment by taking them to the library, to
different stores, to a farm, to museums, to art galleries or for a walk in the park.

These are great opportunities to talk with children about what they see, hear, smell and feel. These
outings will expand their horizons and enhance further learning. For example, a story about a farm will
mean much more to a child if she or he has visited one.

Parents/caregivers can provide suitable toys and manipulatives to enrich their children’s play
experiences.

How can very bright children be challenged in French Immersion?

In a developmentally appropriate program there are unlimited opportunities for growth and learning for
everyone. A balanced program, which considers the whole child, provides linguistic, socio-emotional
and physical challenges in addition to intellectual ones. Individual activities are planned to help meet
the needs and interests of each child.

When do students start to learn reading and writing in English?

Many pre-reading skills which are taught in the home (such as familiarity with stories) encourage the
development of literacy in any language. In addition, many reading skills taught in French transfer to
reading skills in English. Once some fluency in French is well established, students are ready to begin
studying English language arts. In French Immersion in Saskatchewan, this occurs in Grade 2 or Grade 3.
The children will usually learn to read in French first and will transfer their skills to their first language.

How does a French Immersion program affect my child’s English skills?

Current research shows that children who do not start English language arts before Grade 3 are initially
behind their unilingual peers in their reading and writing skills. During the year following the
introduction of English language arts, the French Immersion student is able to reach at least the same
skill level in reading and writing. This is possible because of the transfer of skills from one language to
another. Current research indicates that the English language skills of French Immersion students equal
and in some areas exceed the achievement of the student taught solely in English.
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Will my child’s English spelling suffer?

Although there are certain lags in English language arts for the first few years of the program, these are
almost all during the first year that the subject is introduced. By the end of the elementary grades,
immersion students typically perform better than children in the regular program on several aspects of
measured English skills.

Will my child learn the same things as students in English classes?

Yes, the curriculum is created by the Ministry of Education of Saskatchewan. Students work toward the
same academic goals regardless of the language of instruction.

Why is it necessary for students to continue in French Immersion through high school?

During the early years of an immersion program, students develop a basic competence in the French
language. However, this skill will deteriorate if its use is greatly decreased. Continuing immersion is
necessary to maintain the level of French language skills already achieved and to expand the student’s
general competence in the language in keeping with his or her increasing maturity.

After several years in immersion, isn’t my son or daughter already bilingual?

To some parents, a young person who has been in an immersion program seems quite comfortable in
French. As a student prepares for high school, it is important to remember the family’s original objective
for enrolling their son or daughter in a French Immersion program. Formal and informal inquiries
suggest the immersion program was usually chosen so that, regardless of the career selected, the
student would eventually be able to compete in a bilingual workplace. If the objective is fluency in
French for career or personal reasons, it is essential to work on French through high school. The goal of
French Immersion is to achieve functional bilingualism.

How much French should a good continuing immersion program offer?

After more than four decades of French Immersion experience in Canada, researchers generally agree
that 50% of studies at the secondary level must be in French to further develop a student’s skills.
Students must take courses offered in French studies in every year during high school so that proficiency
does not diminish.

Is there anything else that can be done to improve French skills during high school years?

Any immersion program and particularly a continuing one, should include extracurricular activities, for
example, drama opportunities, exchanges, summer programs, field trips and French clubs.

How will colleges, universities and future employers know that students have completed part of
their education in French?

The Saskatchewan Ministry of Education clearly identifies courses taken in French on all student
transcripts. Students are also given a bilingual mention on their transcripts for completing 12 courses in
French in grades 10-12. The bilingual mention has been identified as a strong motivating factor for
students who remain in an immersion program.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

What comes after continuing immersion?

According to tests such as the Foreign Service Exams, continuing immersion graduates are functionally
bilingual, capable of functioning in most social, travel and work situations.

Bilingual graduates often qualify for jobs in government, tourism, retail and travel services.
What about continuing studies in French at the post-secondary level?

There are an increasing number of opportunities for students to access courses taught in French in a
variety of subject areas at universities in every province in Canada. Students need to determine whether
the post-secondary institutions they are considering offer courses taught in French and in their area of
interest. The following link names Canadian universities that offer post-secondary programs in French:
http://www.canadian-universities.net/Universities/Programs/French_Studies_and_Language.html

The learning process never really ends. Immersion graduates can continue to maintain their French
language skills through higher education, travel, youth and work exchanges, continuing adult education
and through regular use of French in everyday situations.

What if other children in the family are not in immersion?

Just as families must adapt to the fact that in many areas of their lives not all of the children do the same
things, so this may be true in school programs. What may make a difference, however, is that children in
different programs may attend different schools. Often having one child in immersion stimulates an
interest in French for all members of the family.

Are extracurricular activities in French beneficial?

Yes! Such activities provide other language models for the child to copy, demonstrate that French is a
living language and provide an opportunity for the child to practice and expand vocabulary in a setting
outside of the classroom.

What if we are transferred to another school division or province?

French Immersion programs are available in most urban centers in Canada and in some rural school
divisions. Canadian Parents for French has a list of programs available throughout the country. A child
transferring out of immersion very early - before English Language Arts is introduced — may experience a
brief lag in this subject. Consultation with the new teacher and some work at home overcomes this
problem very quickly.

Will French Immersion affect my child’s social development?

Studies have proven that early immersion students suffer no intellectual, emotional, or social
impairment. While they might tend to associate more with their French Immersion classmates, they
attend out of school activities, such as swimming lessons and birthday parties where they interact with
friends from their own neighbourhood as well as with their classmates.

Should parents be able to speak French if their child is in French Immersion?

The program was designed for children of non-French-speaking families. Teachers are aware of this
when they send home notices or assign homework. Reporting is in English.
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23,

Most parents of French Immersion children do not speak French. Some take adult education classes to
learn more French, but people who do this should not expect to be able to converse freely in French
with their child. This is not because adults learn more slowly, but rather because an adult can’t
accomplish in 2-4 hours per week what a child can accomplish in 25 hours per week.

How do parents know how well their child is doing in French Immersion? If parents don’t speak
French, how can they help their child?

The teacher and the school keep parents informed. This may take the form of report cards, teacher-
parent conferences, telephone conversations and notes. Teachers are encouraged to maintain close
communication with parents and, in particular, to advise parents immediately should their child
encounter difficulty.

Some parents wish to be directly involved in the content as well as the process of their child’s schooling.
These parents will find that they can gauge their child’s progress in English language arts and other
subjects taught in English. If a child has difficulty, however, it may be more challenging, but not
necessarily impossible, for parents to assist in the French portion of the program.

Non-French-speaking parents can support their children by providing a study area and regular routines
for doing homework. Encouraging children through showing an active interest in their learning will help
any child. Often it is most helpful to be prepared to hear what the children themselves wish to describe
of their day’s learning. All schools appreciate the help that some parents are able to give in volunteering
in various ways during or after the school day. Parent involvement with their children’s education in
these ways assists in success at school.
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How do I provide optimal opportunity for students to learn in Core French?

The following are indicators of instructional excellence in Core French language programs:

f
f

=

The class is conducted as much as possible in French, including routine directions.

Students are actively engaged in learning, asking questions, participating in discussions, learning
about each other through role-play and dramatization, as well as many genuine communication
opportunities.

A variety of strategies are used to help students comprehend.

The form of the language (grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation) is taught at an appropriate time, in
other words, as a result of the students’ “need to know" the language element in order to complete
the task.

Resources are readily accessible in the classroom to support students in independent learning
activities.

Adaptation of the unit and the activities is evident as the teacher attempts to meet the needs of
individual students.

The instructional plan allows students to practice the French language both in individual and group
settings.

Students use global comprehension strategies as they listen for key words and the main message.
A broad variety of student and program assessment strategies are used to assist in student and
program evaluation. Structures and vocabulary are assessed as an integral part of communicative
competence within a meaningful context. They are neither practiced nor assessed in isolation.
Classroom bulletin boards, posters and environment support French language instruction as well as
the cultural component of the curriculum.

Students are exposed to a broad variety of authentic documents, such as French newspapers,
authentic French voices, different accents, radio conversations, menus, guides and music, which
allow them to feel part of a French milieu.

Instructional planning provides for the integration of the skill areas of listening, speaking, reading
and writing, viewing and representing.

Second language programs have been found to be most effective when instruction is ongoing over
the entire year. Teaching Core French for part of the year has not been as effective or as successful.
At the secondary, middle and elementary levels, increased time on task has been associated with
better student outcomes.

Assigning the instruction of Core French to teachers with a high level of both oral and written
competence is important.

A Core French classroom should be available to the teacher. This allows for the creation of a French
environment and also signals the importance of the subject matter to students.

At the secondary level, avoid scheduling French at the same time as university entrance classes or
options perceived by students and their parents to be very important.

School counsellors need to be knowledgeable about career opportunities and program entrance
requirements. Career and business opportunities (both national and international) are increased
with bilingualism. Personal enrichment and travel are more accessible with Canada’s two official
languages.
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What is the learning process in Core French?

The renewed Core French curricula for levels 1 to 9 focus on level-specific learning outcomes against which
students must be evaluated. Because students in Saskatchewan enter the Core French program at different
grades, Level 1 represents the grade where students begin their study of Core French. It is suggested that
teachers assess students at the beginning of each school year using the charts found on pages 17 and18 of
the level 1 to 9 curriculum guides at www.progetudes.gov.sk.ca . Students in the same classroom may have
competencies in a variety of levels. Teachers should differentiate for the varied learning levels of the
students in the classroom.

Critical Characteristics of a Core French Program

Research has demonstrated that language learning is dependent on a number of factors: the amount of time
and exposure to a language, the intensity of the exposure and the quality and types of learning activities to
which students are exposed. This suggests that learning French should not be limited to the classroom. Any
language learning opportunity such as visits to other classrooms, French activities and day camps, student
exchanges and technological connections with other French speakers should be encouraged and welcomed
(Anderson, Netten and Germain, 2005).

Successful language learning requires exposure to oral language before the introduction of formalized
reading or writing. Even where literacy activities are introduced at lower levels, oral language always
precedes written language, with varying degrees of support.

Teaching and learning strategies for literacy focus on scaffolding language learning activities so that there is
a gradual release of responsibility that begins with teacher modeling, followed by shared practice with
guidance from the teacher, to using the language independently.

French is learned in meaningful communicative-experiential contexts in which the student develops
communicative skills by being actively engaged in activities for specific purposes, rather than by simply
examining the lexical and grammatical components of the language.

The Core French program draws on broad themes that encompass the learner’s life experiences, intellectual
development and interests. These themes draw from the following domains: physical, social, civic,
intellectual and leisure (Stern, 1982) and lead to performances or products that enable students to
demonstrate their learning.

The language knowledge component (orthography, grammar and syntax, vocabulary and semantics) is
never taught in isolation from its context. Rather, students develop language learning skills and strategies as
they engage in authentic activities.

Administrators may use the reflection tools found in the section entitled Checklists to engage in
conversations with their Core French teachers regarding these critical areas.

In a Core French classroom students:

9 develop comprehension, production and negotiation skills through authentic involvement in
thematic units;

1 use the French language as much as possible while participating in experiences and activities that
are relevant to their interests and needs;
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9 expand skills and strategies related to the French language, culture and communication and to
language in general;

9 show their understanding by using a project based approach to learning;

9 areinvolved in small and large group experiences intended to stimulate communication and skill

development; and
9 develop positive attitudes toward learning a new language and understanding other peoples.

In a Core French classroom the teacher:

1 develops teaching units that are relevant to the student and which explore all domains of student
experiences;

9 provides a language model for students with French being the language of the classroom as much
as possible;

1 selects language learning activities that encourage students to practice the language in authentic
situations within the context of a theme;

1 uses materials and assessment techniques that encourage the involvement of learners in small and
large group experiences that actively engage the student in French language experiences;

I teaches grammatical structures when students “need to know” them in order to communicate and
work towards the experiential goal (project) for each unit;

1 integrates civic, leisure, intellectual, physical and social dimensions with continued reinforcement of
Cross-curricular Competencies and the other key components and initiatives of Core Curriculum; and

1 guides students in developing a conscious awareness of language, culture and language learning
strategies.
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How do | support teachers in Core French?

Core French teacher competency requirements will vary from Grade 1 to Grade 12. While ideally the class will
be conducted in French from the first years of the program, the shortage of skilled French language teachers
will often make this difficult to implement. From Grade 4 to Grade 8, teachers should be able to carry on
instruction in the French language and provide a fairly fluent model of the French language. The high school
teacher should be fluent. All Core French teachers should demonstrate a love for and an enjoyment and
appreciation of the language, as well as a willingness to improve their French skills through professional
development opportunities.

Professional Development for Core French Teachers

Various organizations, such as the Saskatchewan Association of Teachers of French (SATF), The Canadian
Association of Second Language Teachers (CASLT), the Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation (STF) and the
Canadian Parents for French (CPF) offer professional development opportunities for Core French teachers.
Administrators should encourage their Core French teachers to attend these sessions or online workshops to
improve classroom instruction. Core French teachers should also be encouraged to join or form a social
media group for ideas to help them support student learning in the classroom. The SATF and CASLT have
Facebook pages which can be accessed by members and many sites offer innovative ideas for the classroom.
Information on professional development such as bursaries, student exchanges, summer programs,
scholarships and e-learning opportunities can be accessed through the Ministry of Education, CPF, SATF,
CASLT and the STF.

Distance Learning Opportunities
The shortage of Core French teachers in the province and the difficulty in offering Core French in smaller

centers and schools has made distance education options attractive to many school divisions. Please contact
your school administration for options available in your division.
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What are some frequently asked questions in Core French?

1.

3.

5.

What is the difference between the Core French and French Immersion programs?

There are two key differences between Core French and French Immersion. In Immersion, learners study
subjects such as math, music and science in French. Core French is a subject within itself where learners
concentrate on speaking, listening, reading and writing in French. It teaches these language skills
through themes designed to spark student interest. Immersion and Core French teachers often use
similar teaching strategies.

The other difference between the programs is the time and intensity of exposure to French which is
greater in French Immersion. As a result, students in French Immersion programs achieve a higher level
of fluency in French.

When does Core French instruction usually begin in schools?

A locally determined option, Core French in Saskatchewan most frequently begins in Grade 1 or Grade 4
with some school divisions introducing it as late as Grade 7 or Grade 9.

How much instructional time should be allocated to the Core French program?

In Core French, the second language is taught in periods that vary in length from school to school. The
Saskatchewan Core French curriculum recommends a basic instructional time allocation of 120
minutes/week at the elementary level, 150 minutes/week at the middle level and 100 hours/credit at the
high school level. The amount of French instruction in elementary schools often depends on teacher
availability and qualifications.

What benefits are there to students studying Core French?

Students may need at least some high school French to enter some post-secondary programs. Half of
Canadian provinces require an FSL credit for high school graduation. Current research indicates that the
study of a second language increases student achievement in English reading. As well, there is strong
evidence of cognitive benefits in the areas of thinking skills, problem-solving, organizational skills and
overall capacity for learning. In an increasingly global society, the ability to be comfortable in other
cultures and languages opens many doors to future careers as well as increased opportunities in
business.

Why is French most often offered as a second language in Canadian schools?

For many reasons, it makes most sense for French to be the second language taught in most Canadian
schools:

1 Frenchis one of our official languages, spoken by over 7 million Canadians and about 300 million
people worldwide.

There are teacher training programs established for French teachers, but few for other languages.
There is an infrastructure of French teacher organizations and a national parent support group.
Resources are readily available for Core French programs.

Federal funding enhances the program's potential.

Many jobs in Canada require French speaking skills.

== == == —a —a

The Canadian Parents for French Publication The Value of French has further information.
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6.

What can parents do to support their child in Core French programs?

The role of parents in supporting their children’s learning is well documented in educational research.
Parental attitudes to second language learning and towards French in particular are very influential on
their child’s success in the program. A Canadian Parents for French resource, entitled Core French in
Canada FAQs, provides many positive ideas for administrators to share with parents. It is available online
at: nb.cpf.ca/resources/faq.

Research findings indicate that students whose parents have positive attitudes towards French tend to
do better in Core French. Students whose parents are supportive of Core French also develop a more
positive attitude toward French and Francophone people. This means parents can play an active role in
their child's success, even if a parent does not speak French. Some suggestions for parental support are:
§ Establish a rapport with the Core French teacher. Make an effort to talk with him or her at parent
teacher interviews.

Ask your child what he or she enjoys about Core French.

Buy or borrow French books, magazines, videos and software that interest your child.

Watch French TV with your child. Remind yourself and your child that it is not crucial to understand
every word.

Tune the radio to a local French station and let it play in the background at breakfast or in the
evening.

Take a French course to refresh your old skills or to start from scratch - if your child can do it, you can
too!

Encourage participation in French extracurricular activities: school clubs, public speaking, summer
camps and high school exchange programs.

Talk to adolescents about the careers opened up by knowing French.

When Core French becomes optional, encourage your child to keep a positive attitude toward
French class.

=a —a -9
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Adapted with permission from Turnbull (2000)
How may the teacher determine the level of students in the Core French classroom?

Core French curriculum documents are found at curriculum.gov.sk.ca. In each document, the teacher will
find an overview of outcomes and indicators for the level in question. This overview may be useful in
assessing the level of French competence of students in the classroom. Skills and strategies checklists are
also found on the web page under the Other Useful Materials link. The teacher may use these checklists
as a support to determine the competency level of students.
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How do I provide optimal opportunity for students in Intensive and Post-Intensive French?

The following are indicators of instructional excellence in Intensive and Post-Intensive French programs:

1 Teachers in Intensive and Post-Intensive French should have a high degree of competence in the French

language.

The class is ALWAYS conducted in French, except during English subject instruction.

Students are actively engaged in learning, asking questions, participating in discussions and learning
about each other through role play and dramatization, as well as authentic communication
opportunities.

1
1

1 Intensive and Post-Intensive French literacy strategies are always used to help students understand new

language.

Grammar is taught at the appropriate time in the literacy cycle.

Resources are readily available in the classroom to support students in all of their activities.
Adaptation of the units and the activities are evident as the teacher attempts to meet the needs of
individual students.

= =a =

1 The instructional plan allows students to practice the French language in individual, pair, small and large

group settings.

1 A broad variety of student and program assessment strategies are used to assist in student and program

evaluation.

9 Classroom bulletin boards, posters and environment support French language instruction as well as the

cultural component of the program.

1 Students are exposed to a variety of authentic documents which could include French books,
newspapers, authentic French voices and accents, menus, guides and music that allow them to feel a
connection to French culture.

1 Instructional planning provides for the integration of the skill areas of listening, speaking, reading,
writing, viewing and representing.

1 Allsecond language programs have been found to be more effective when instruction is ongoing over

the entire year.

1 Asmuch as possible instruction should be in larger blocks of time (45-60 minutes) in order to have
enough time to properly implement the literacy practices.

1 Itis recommended that the Intensive and Post-Intensive French teachers have their own classroom if
possible. This allows for a completely French environment and signals the importance of the program.

1 Atthe secondary level, avoid scheduling French at the same time as university entrance classes or
options perceived by students and parents to be very important.

9 School counsellors must be knowledgeable about career opportunities and program entrance
requirements.
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What is the learning process in Intensive and Post-Intensive French?

The Intensive French and Post-Intensive French programs are based on the Neurolinguistic Approach
created by Claude Germain and Joan Netten. They are intended to support efforts and provide a viable
strategy to improve oral communication skills of students in Core French programs in Saskatchewan while
also focusing on reading and writing skills. As this is a literacy-based approach, it has been shown to have
positive effects on first language literacy development as well. Results show that this approach improves
student motivation and the appreciation of the French language in real and relevant contexts.

The objective of the Intensive French program is to present an alternative opportunity to become proficient
in French beginning in Grade 6 where the students’ cognitive development is appropriate and motivation
and interest in second language learning are high.

In the Intensive French program, students in Grade 6 are taught entirely in French during the first half of the
year for approximately 70% of the school day. Math, physical education and arts education are taught in
English. Some school divisions teach religion in English and therefore may substitute English instruction
time here instead of in physical education or arts education.

The students receive three to four times more than the amount of French offered in most Core French
programs. During the second half of the year, the remaining curricula are integrated with English subjects
being introduced. Many subject area outcomes are covered through the Intensive French component but
are only assessed in the second half of the school year.

In grades 7 to 8 Post-Intensive French, students continue their French instruction with approximately 180
minutes of French per week, using the same literacy strategies that began in Grade 6 to further develop their
French language competencies. Following elementary school, Post-Intensive French may be offered in high
school as a 100 hour semester credit in grades 9 to 12. All levels are based upon the same literacy strategies
which allow for student growth in French language skills.

A complete handbook for Intensive and Post-Intensive French administrators is distributed to administrators
who complete training.

During the Grade 6 year, students:

9 develop French language skills using a literacy based approach through active involvement in
thematic units that are of interest to them;

9 areinvolved in individual and small group experiences using authentic communication to develop
speaking, reading and writing skills;

9 develop positive attitudes towards learning an additional language and understanding other
peoples; and

9 use the French language to communicate in the classroom.

The teacher:
1 attends the pre-requisite Intensive French training to become familiar with the Intensive French

strategies and to use the interprovincial guide;
1 isthe language model for students with French always being used in the classroom;
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1

uses the strategies to lead learners to speak, read and write in French following the cycle in the
guide;

actively engages the students in the French learning experience using the strategies, resources,
activities and motivating thematic material outlined in the interprovincial guide and;

regularly integrates assessment activities into instruction.

Grade 7-8 Post-Intensive French

During the grade 7-8 year students:

1 continue to expand the literacy skills of speaking, reading and writing through participation in
activities that are relevant to their interests and needs;

9 use French in all communication in the classroom;

1 participate in authentic learning experiences that are project-based and in the context of a theme;
and

1 areinvolved in group experiences that will stimulate communication skill development.

The teacher:

9 attends the pre-requisite Post-Intensive French training to learn the strategies used in the
interprovincial guide;

1

1

1 -

1

1

1

1 -
and in the context of a theme;

1

1

1
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